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Newspaper Charges Brutal Beatings 
In U. S. Prisons 


Charges that federal prisoners, chiefly conscien- 
tious objectors, have been subjected to “revolting and 
sickening brutality” by guards at the Medical Center 
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Springfield, Mo., 
were published by the New York World-Telegram 
under date of Wednesday, February 9, 1944. The story 
was run as a three-column feature on page one, under 
the by-line of Jay Nelson Tuck, well-known World- 
Telegram staff writer, on information smuggled out 
of prison by Louis Taylor, a conscientious objector, 
ee a term for violations of the Selective Service 
aw. 


: Many of the acts of brutality charged are detailed 
in a 36-page affidavit drawn up by a prisoner who 
attempted, in October, 1943, to have it filed in the 
Federal Court at Kansas City. For this effort, it is 
charged, the prisoner was thrown into a “strip cell” 
(one from which all equipment has been removed). 
He was later removed to the federal prison at Fort 
Leavenworth. The prisoner charged that it is a com- 
mon practice for guards at the Springfield Medical 
Center, in groups of from two to seven, to attack in- 
mates and slap, whip, kick, and beat them unmercifully. 
The writ detailed 21 cases in which prisoners were 
beaten for such causes as refusing to give information 
to guards, refusing to lie down when ordered to do 
so, looking out of a window after lights were out, and 
the like. Three case records were published by the 
World-Telegram, using pseudonyms to protect the pris- 
oners involved from further brutality. In case No. 1, 
the prisoner was stripped naked and thrown into a 
bare stone (“stripped cell’) and kept without food for 
the remainder of the day. That night he was thrown 
a blanket and told to lie down. When he did not do so 
immediately, it is charged, two guards whose names 
World-Telegram published, entered the cell; one put 
on a ring and proceeded to beat the prisoner and kick 
him in the groin. While he was prone on the floor, it 
is charged, both guards beat him. The following morn- 
ing, still without food or medical attention, it is 
charged, three guards entered -his cell and beat him 
again until he was unconscious. He was not given 
medical attention until four days later. Case No. 2 
concerns a prisoner charged by a guard with looking 
out of a window after lights were out. It is charged 
that five guards (three of whom are named in the 
affidavit) entered the cell and gave the prisoner a 
beating. The report charges that after the prisoner 
was beaten and kicked to the floor, the guards continued 
to beat him, picking such spots as the temples, under 
the heart, kidneys, groin, and stomach. Two months 
later the prisoner had to have his appendix removed. 
The affidavit appends the names of ten witnesses to 
this act. In case No. 3, the prisoner is said to have 
been “inhumanly beaten and black-jacked” by four 
guards named in the affidavit. He was then thrown 
into a “strip” cell and left two days without medical 
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Drake Conference To Be Taken To Entire 
Brotherhood 


Already the Drake Conference on “The Church and 
the New World Mind” has come to be regarded as one 
of the most significant events in the life of the Disciples 
of Christ in many years. A review of the addresses 
delivered during the conference reveals that the lec- 
turers laid down a basis for religious approach to 
the problems of world order founded in Christian faith 
supported by the Christian scriptures. The reports 
submitted by the nine seminars without exception 
stated basic convictions about the sins of our society 
and proposed methods whereby Christians, both as in- 
dividuals and as congregations, can make their faith 
effective. The stenographic report of floor discussions 
reveals a high order of thinking on the part of those 
in attendance. 

It is reported that the volume of addresses deliv- 
ered in the conference will be available by April first. 
Dr. John L. Davis, executive secretary of the Board 
of Higher Education, has been chosen by the Com- 
mission on World Order to write the Study Guide 
which will appear under the title of “The Church 
and the New World Mind.” A preliminary survey of 
some of its chapters indicates that it will be a “must” 
for all Disciples anxious to help influence the nation 
toward a peace that is just and permanent. It is ex- 
pected that the Study Guide will also be available 
soon aiter April first. 


The Study Guide will be divided into five sections 
and, in addition to the lectures, will include materials 
from the seminar reports and from a transcript of the 
discussions. It will be published by the Christian Board 
of Publications, 2700 Pine Blvd., St. Louis 3, Missouri. 
Topics covered in the Study Guide are: 

Faith and World Order 

Christianity and Statesmanship 

Peace Begins at Home 

The Church and the Racial Issue 

The Church and the New World 


The Commission on World Order, under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Roger T. Nooe, Nashville, Tennessee, 
is planning to promote one day seminars throughout 
the entire brotherhood during the coming months. 
The nine seminars which did such good work prior 
to the Des Moines meeting are still in being and are 
continuing their work. Numerous other seminar 
groups are being formed in various sections. In the 
series of twelve convocations soon to be announced 
plans have been made to give adequate time to the 
issues discussed at Drake. A study of the issues raised 
at Drake will be a feature of the young people’s con- 
ferences during the coming summer. The Study Guide 
will be used by many of the mission study groups this 
year. 

The Commission on World Order is prepared to 
give assistance in the matter of leadership to groups 
desiring such help. Address James A. Crain, secre- 
tary, 222 S. Downey, Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 
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Canterbury States Social Aims of Christianity 


The British Information Service has released a 
cabled dispatch from London quoting William Temple, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and primate of the Church 
of England, on the social aims of Christianity, as de- 
livered in an address in London in February. 


“Religion can and should prescribe the ends of life,’ 
declared the Archbishop, “and demands we should 
on no account confuse the means with the ends. We 
very easily make that confusion. All economic activi- 
ty belongs to the realm of means, not ends, and there- 
fore the economic department of life cannot claim 
a complete autonomy. It is subject to moral judgment. 

“So is the political department. We have, in this 
country, generally recognized that politics should pay 
some respect to moral claims; we have not made the 
state an idol, as the Nazis do. But we have gone 
near to letting the pursuit and production of wealth 
get into that position. 

“To what, then, must Christians bend their energies 
in the coming days? These at least: 


“1. Each child must be born into a house fit to be a fam- 
ily home. 

S28 oe child must have the nourishment needed for bodily 
health. 

“3. Each chilld and adolescent must have educational oppor- 
tunity needed for full development, at least until its 18th 
birthday. 


“4, Each citizen, when full grown, must have an effective 
voice — in framing the laws of the state and the regulations 
of business which supply the framework of his life. 
“For only so is full responsibility likely to be en- 

gendered, and full personality achieved; only so can 

it be expected that true justice will be established; 
only so will those ends of human life which our religion 
directs us to set before us be achieved. We leave it 
to politicians to say how these things are done. It is 
not only lawful for us as Christians, but it is our 

Christian duty, to see that these are objects toward 

which our politicians direct their measures.” 

The Commission on World Order announces that 
copies of the report submitted to the Drake Conference 
by the nine seminar groups is now available for gen- 
eral distribution. This is the document which was 
given to each delegate at Des Moines and contains the 
findings of the seminar groups which made a pre- 
liminary study of the issues that were discussed in 
the conference. The report is printed by the multi- 
lith process on pages 814 x11 in size and is bound 
in a substantial cover. Individuals and study groups 
will find it a valuable addition to the Study Guide and 
the volume of lectures. Price 35c each, three for one 
dollar, postpaid, from the Commission on World Order, 
222 S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 


Axis Plotting South American War, 
Says Labor Leader 


Charging that the Argentine government broke 
diplomatic relations with the Axis last year merely 
to save its own brand of fascism under pressure from 
the Allies and that there is no sign that the Argen- 
tine fascistic regime itself has fallen, Vincente Lom- 
bardo Toledano, president of the Federation of Latin 
American Labor (CTAL) and potent Mexican labor 
leader, predicted new coups d’etat among Latin Amer- 
ican governments, according to Mexican Labor News, 
under a date-line of January 26, 1944. As if to 
bear out Toledano’s words, General Ramirez, whose 
break with the Axis, he charged, was for the sole 
purpose of saving his own fascist system, was him- 
self overthrown in late February by a clique of army 
officers who resented even this gesture of surrender 
to the democracies. 


“So long as it (the Ramirez government) remains 
in power,” said Toledano, “there will be new coups 
d’etat and Latin American reaction will be able to 
count on the support of the Argentine regime. What’s 
important now is to rid the Western Hemisphere of 
all fascist governments. I hope the various Ameri- 
can governments will realize that the problem is 
more than merely breaking off relations with the 
Axis at a time when Nazi Germany is at the point of 
defeat. The important thing is that the democratic 
system be rehabilitated in America and the whole 
world.” 


Toledano also predicted that one of the immediate 
results of the Argentine conspiracy might be the out- 
break of war in the south and a new group of coups 
d’etat timed to concide with the Presidential election 
in the United States and the invasion of Europe. 


In support of his assertion that the Argentine re- 
gime is fascistic, Toledano charged it with (1) sup- 
pression of individual freedom; (2) suppression of 
political parties and the substitution of a single total- 
itarian party; (8) suppression of union rights and 
the institution of ‘“corporative” organizational sys- 
tems, with unions directly controlled by the state; (4) 
suppression of religious freedom and compulsory adop- 
tion of the Catholic religion under penalty of inequality 
before the law; (5) forced teaching of Catholic doc- 
trines in the schools to all students, including Protes- 
tants, Jews and those of no religion; (6) establish- 
ment of an Index of banned books, with penalties 
for possession of such books; and (7) suppression of 
freedom of speech, press, radio, cinema. 


A part of this conspiracy, he declares, is the fever- 
ish reorganization of the Argentine Army, Navy, and 
Air Corps, projected political and economic alliances 
with Bolivia and Paraguay, threats of war against 
Brazil, and plans to turn Latin America into a fascist 
empire in opposition to the United States and in the 
service of a clerico-fascism controlling all countries 
of Catholic tradition, similar to the dictatorship of 
Franco in Spain. 


In view of February events in Argentina and the 
accuracy of Toledano’s analysis of events of the past 
few months, as well as his intimate knowledge of the 
ramifications of Catholic politics in Latin America, 
students of international affairs will do well to watch 
events south of the border during coming months. 
What is more likely that the break between Congress 
and the President and the domestic turmoil that will 
give the desperate Axis forces the opportunity they 
seek to distract Allied attention from Europe by pro- 
moting war in the Western Hemisphere? 


March, 1944 


On Social Frontiers 


Committees of Protestant ministers to combat anti- 
Semitism have been established in Boston and in New 
York City. The Boston group, numbering a member- 
ship of 150, was organized on February 16 under 
the chairmanship of the Rev. W. Ellis Davies, formerly 
minister of the Wollaston Unitarian Church. The New 
York committee, numbering 75 members, was organ- 
ized on February 21. Each committee will appoint 
a subcommittee to establish close relationships with 
civil authorities and police officials to offer guidance 
and help in times of anti-Semitic disturbances and 
will organize delegations of ministers to appeal di- 
rectly to the governor in times of emergency. 

One of the most effective pamphlets on peace and 
post-war rehabilitation is “A Peace to End Wars?” 
by Betty Muther Jacob, published by High School 
Civilian Service, Box 1636, Washington, D. C. The 
pamphlet sells for 10c, or in lots of 50 or more, 7c. 
It is a study and action manual for young people of 
high school age. Its five chapters deal with the future 
of democracy, race, the good neighbor, relief and re- 
habilitation and world organization. There are sug- 
gestions for summer projects, a bibliography for 
further reading and a closing word from Dorothy 
‘Canfield Fisher. The text is interestingly written 
and the pictures, drawings and graphs are illuminating. 
* * * 

) On November 13, 1943, the Richmond (Va.) Times- 
Dispatch, whose editor, Virginius Dabney, is one of 
the best known newspapermen in the United States, 
came out squarely for repeal of the laws which require 
Segregation of Negroes in urban vehicles of public 
transportation. Described by Monthly Summary of 
Events and Trends in Race Relations as “the most. 
the cn single event that has occurred in the South 
in the past twenty years,” the proposal has evoked 
ian immediate and generally favorable response. He 
published another editorial on the 18th, analyzing the 
letters received and reviewing recent events and pro- 
gress in race relations in Virginia and the South. 
* * * 

The National Conference of Church Leaders, an 
interracial, interdenominational movement composed of 
churchmen of various national denominations, will 
hold its sixth annual meeting at Antioch College, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, April 13-14. The purpose of the con- 
ference is to enable national and state church leadei's 
to clarify their views as a basis for action on racial 
issues of mutual concern. The conference is under 
the auspices of the department of race relations of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ. 

* * * 


The War Relocation Authority, the bureau set up 
by the federal government to administer affairs of 
apanese nationals and Americans of Japanese descent 
evacuated from Pacific Coast areas, has been trans- 
erred to the Department of the Interior. In accepting 
he WRA into the Department, Secretary Ickes said, 
“In carrying out my responsibilities under the order, 
I intend to keep in mind the need of recognition of 
he rights of United States citizens regardless of 
neestry, the internal security of the United States 
uring war time and the international implications 
hich are involved, particularly the effect of this 
rogram on the treatment of war prisoners and civil- 
ians in Japanese hands.” Mr. Ickes stated that he 
ould be reluctant to accept the responsibility if it 
ere not for the fact that he had been assured that 
illon S. Myer and the staff of the WRA would come 
nder his direction as a unit. 
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Judge Blames Protestants for Juvenile 
Delinquency 


In a panel discussion before a statewide gathering 
of social workers and civic leaders on Friday, Febru- 
arey 25, Judge Mark W. Rhoads, of the Indianapolis, 
Indiana juvenile court, declared that lack of religious 
training in Protestant homes is to blame for much of 
the present day increase in juvenile delinquency. 

“In the last year,” he said, “there have been be- 
tween 5,000 and 7,000 cases heard in my court, each 
one a human tragedy, but of that number there has 
been a very small percentage of Catholic children 
involved and no Jewish children at all.” 

Commenting upon Judge Rhoads’ indictment, Em- 
mett A. Rice, director of youth services for the In- 
dianapolis public schools, asserted that “if it wasn’t 
for the schools Judge Rhoads would have thousands 
more children in his court. We help protect them from 
poverty, help them to keep in school and get train- 
ing; we protect them against disease, from slovenli- 
ness and disorder, from exploitation, from demagog- 
ery and false political doctrines.” 

The meeting was held under the auspices of the 
American Social Hygiene Association to discuss prob- 
lems of venereal disease and juvenile delinquency. 
About 500 delegates were present, representing public 
and private social agencies, war-time service agencies 
and war industries. 

It would be easy to raise arguments to refute Judge 
Rhoads’ charges. In a mid-western city like Indian- 
apolis, the Protestant majority is marked and therefore 
more Protestant social maladjustment of every sort 
might be expected. Then too, there is the common 
practice of recording the religious affiliations of every 
offender ‘‘Protestant” unless Catholic or Jewish is 
stated. But Protestants will do well not to raise these 
defenses. While no scientific study has been made 
of the breakdown of family life as between Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish homes, there is reason to believe 
that there is much greater deterioration of the home 
among Protestants than in the other two faiths. For 
years divorce statistics have been mounting skyward. 
Our emphasis upon the rights of the individual has 
not been accompanied by an equal emphasis upon his 
obligations, so that children in their early ’teens, or 
even younger, assert their independence and go their 
way. There are three primary social institutions 
that must bear the blame — the home, the school and 
the church. The home has the child almost com- 
pletely to itself for the first seven years of its life 
and in these years, so child psychologists tell us, its 
basic attitudes are formed. The public school monop- 
olizes his time for the next ten or twelve years, claim- 
ing from six to eight hours of his time each day for 
five days each week. The church has him for not 
more than an hour each week — and not even that 
much if average attendance is considered. Obviously, 
all three are involved in the failure and none can point 
the finger at the other and say, “You are the cuplrit!” 

The critical situation calls for an all out effort 
to rebuild the foundations of family life. Public ed- 
ucation must frankly admit that it has dismally failed 
in the field of citizenship and character education, 
at least as far as these juvenile delinquents are con- 
cerned, and the increasing number of youthful crim- 
inals causes uneasiness about the whole program. The 
church, too, has failed. For years Sunday school 
enrollment figures have been going down. What is 
needed is a complete re-study of the church’s program 
of religious education with a view to devising a system 
of religious training that will be adequate and effective. 
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Newspaper Charges (Continued ) 


attention, though there was a large gash in his head 
made by a blow from a blackjack. Other cases charge 
that prisoners were beaten insane, given blood trans- 
fusions after beatings, kicked in the shins, tortured 
with cigarets, burned in the ears. The affidavit charges 
that 150 inmates in one building had witnessed 25 
savage beatings and had tried unsuccessfully to file 
writs in order to have an opportunity to tell! their stories 
in federal courts, but had been blocked by the prison 
administration and throwing the authors of the writ 
in solitary confinement naked in “strip” cells. The 
affidavit further charges that the prison chaplain, a 
Catholic priest, protested the treatment accorded to 
prisoners. 

The entire matter has been presented to the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union for investigation and the 
War Registers League is pressing for a Congressional 
investigation. 

This is not the first time that charges of brutal 
treatment of prisoners at the Springfield Center have 
been heard. Some months ago a group of conscien- 
tious objectors at the Danbury Correctional Institu- 
tion, Danbury, Conn., staged a hunger strike in pro- 
test against racial segregation in the institution and 
interference with mail. After some weeks they were 
transferred to the Springfield, Mo., institution, though 
there were no evidences of mental disorder among 
them. Shortly thereafter, Stanley Murphy, one of the 
conscientious objectors, charged that he had been 
beaten and thrown into a “strip cell’? and otherwise 
mistreated. His mother made a trip to Springfield 
and brought back reports of brutality. The National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors took the charges 
up with the Bureau of Prisons and an investigation 
was made. 

The War Registers League, Room 414, 2 Stone 
Street, New York 4, New York, is pushing investiga- 
tion of these charges. 


New Racial Program for the 


South Announced 

On Friday, February 18, announcement was made 
at Atlanta, Ga., of the completion of an organization 
to be known as the Southern Regional Council. Its 
purpose is to promote a broad program of racial, civic 
and economic improvement for both white and Negro 
residents of the Southern states. The nucleus of the 
new organization is the 22-year-old Commission on 
Inter-Racial Co-operation, long headed by Will W. 
Alexander. Both white and Negro citizens will partic- 
ipate and both races will help to formulate its program. 

Dr. Guy B. Johnson, of the University of North 
Carolina, will serve as director and Dr. Ira Reid, of 
Atlanta University, was elected associate director. 
Headquarters will be maintained in Atlanta, though 
it is hoped to form chapters throughout the entire 
South. 

Listed as incorporators were Dr. Rufus Clements, 
Atlanta University; Bishop Arthur J. Moore, of the 
Methodist Church, Atlanta; Charles S. Johnson, Nash- 
ville; Ralph McGill, editor of the Atlanta Constitution, 
and Dr. Howard Odum, of the University of N. C. 
359 Employers Obey FEPC Orders on Discrimination 

Satisfactory compliance with orders to cease dis- 
crimination against employes because of race, religion 
or alien origin during the last six months of 1948 was 
reported by the President’s Committee on Fair Em- 
ployment Practices on February 12. During the same 
period a total of 634 cases were disposed of by dis- 
missal, withdrawal, cancellation or other reasons. 


The Shape of Things to Come 


A banker’s idea of the shape of things to come 
was presented to the stockholders of the Morris Plan 
Bank of Virginia by Thomas C. Boushall, president 
of the bank, in transmitting his annual report. 

“The battle to win the peace will be violent. In- 
sidious forces and deep economic currents will swirl 
about the doorsteps of homes and businesses. Calm, 
sane, sound leadership will be requisite. Those forces 
that are to survive, that are to be accepted, and that 
are to succeed, must clearly be dedicated to the general 
good based on the principle of free enterprise: Reward 
proportionate to individual effort, and reward to cap- 
ital for use and risk. 

“We shall probably have a minimum national debt 
of 250 billion, with a possible total of 300 billion if 
the war carries very far into 1945. We shall probably 
have a federal budget of 25 billion dollars, with state 
and local governments collecting 6 to 9 billion dollars. 

“We must have a national annual income, then, 
of 130 to 140 billion dollars in order to afford full 
employment and the ability of individuals and cor-_ 
porations to meet so huge a tax bill without stifling | 
the desire to earn a substantial and satisfactory cor-: 
porate and individual income. 

“The United States of America will emerge as! 
incomparably the world’s greatest military and indus-. 
trial power. There will be no rival for many years. 
This incomparable international. leadership emposes: 
an equally incomparable responsibility not only upon 
our federal, state and local administrations, but. di-. 
rectly upon the managements of every institution,, 
organization and service within the several localities. . 
... To what degree we respond to the vision of the: 
people and their desire to rise to the responsibilities: 
of opportunity and work that will face us all in this: 
coming period, will determine what kind of world we: 
shall make for ourselves.” 

The shape of things to come from the viewpoint of! 
a man at the front is revealed in the following com-- 
munication from an overseas army flyer, published 
in Information of February 3, 1944, a newsletter pub- 
lished by the American Friends Service Committee: 

“One of our constant topics of conversation is what! 
we are going to be able to do when this war is over.: 
The flying has pretty well ruined all of us for indoon 
desk jobs, and there aren’t going to be enough flying: 
jobs for all of us. 

“The intense concentration of formation flying: 
and the high nervous pitch of front line work, wither 
the adrenals pouring adrenalin into the system every\ 
time an unidentified plane is sighted, leave us com- 
pletely washed out on the ground. We are so accus- 
tomed to being tuned to the topnotch that ordinary 
work can’t keep our attention. One reason I don’t 
write more is that I get so nervous when I write ow 
type. In the middle of a letter I have to get up and 
walk around awhile to work it off. For a couple of 
years we are going to be throttle-pushing bums. Hay- 
ing thousands of horsepower in the palm of your han 
is a habit-forming drug that leaves an appetite that, 
few will be able to feed in civilian life. 

“You who are left behind had better do something 
toward providing a better and livable world for us 
to come back to, for there are a lot of men learning 
to resolve their troubles with a gun. Men — living 
in cold rain and mud, missing meals, hearing the ‘fwit: 
of bullets and shrapnel, losing friends — are not going 
to suffer, then come back to a brief flash of glory 
followed by the cold shoulder and the closed doo 
We'll do the fighting over here, but there is fiohtiad 
to do at home, too! — Joe.” | 


